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Dear Parents, 

 

Independent Schools Inspectorate (ISI) Additional Inspection Report October 2021 

 

As previously notified to all parents, on 13/14 October 2021 ISI made an unannounced inspection which 

was specifically focused on relationship and sex education (RSE), SMSC, the welfare and safety of pupils 

and school leadership and management.  

 

During the inspection, questionnaires were completed by all pupils and staff. Questionnaires were sent out 

to all parents with a very high rate of return. There were no concerns raised by any of the questionnaire 

returns. Indeed, the inspectors confirmed that the parental returns were exceptionally positive.  

 

During the inspection, interviews were conducted with a cross-section of pupils in Forms I, II and III, with 

a selection of staff, with the senior management team, the Headmaster and the Chairman of the Governors. 

No welfare concerns were raised as a result of these interviews.  

 

The provision of RSE in the junior part of the school as provided by our ‘Lifeskills’ programme and other 

provisions was deemed to be appropriate. However, the inspectors judged that not enough time was spent 

on RSE in Forms I and II. We regarded this judgement as unfair and challenged it on two counts:- 

 

(i)  The inspection was conducted early in the school year before the RSE programme for Forms I 

and II had commenced and as a result these pupils lacked the necessary information to answer 

the inspection questions accurately. Had the inspection been conducted later in the year the 

inspectors would have gained a very different picture. Our delivery of RSE to senior pupils 

has not deviated from previous policy as set out in our ‘Lifeskills’ programme of study and all 

previous ISI inspections have confirmed that standards have always been met.  

(ii)  No allowance was made for the effects of Covid lockdowns on the delivery of RSE which is 

much harder to complete online. This undoubtedly meant that time spent on RSE was 

necessarily reduced in the year preceding this inspection but no mitigation was granted.  

 

Notwithstanding the above points, it is clear that a greater responsibility is now being placed on schools to 

spend more time on RSE and to this end we are reviewing our ‘Lifeskills’ programme of study to allocate 

more time to RSE in Forms I and II. As well as the time allocation we are also specifically reviewing the 

way in which we deliver RSE in Form I, since at present they do not have formally timetabled ‘Lifeskills’ 

lessons.   

 

At the time of the inspection the process for publication of a standalone RSE policy had not been 

completed and we had thus missed the extended deadline for this. However, this omission was rectified 

promptly and following consultation with parents at the end of October the new policy went live on 8th 

November.  

 

 

 

 



REGISTERED CHARITY NO. 309917 

 

 

The inspection reviewed the school’s processes for responding to safeguarding concerns under KCSIE 

legislation. We did not agree that procedures have not always been followed correctly or that leaders and 

governors are unclear about their responsibilities. The inspectors made their judgement as a result of 

written evidence to the contrary not being available at the time. However, we have always taken pride in 

the high standard of leadership and management, including specifically with regard to safeguarding 

processes. Therefore, in response to the report, additional external independent training and a review of 

our safeguarding processes is being organised in order to ensure that these high standards continue to be 

met.  

 

A ‘School Action Plan’ has been drawn up as a result of the inspection and a copy of this has been 

provided for all parents as part of this communication. We would like to thank all parents for all their 

support during this inspection. If you would like to ask any questions, please do not hesitate to get in 

touch.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

    
 

 

Robert Lankester    Crispin Holborow 

Headmaster     Chairman 

 

 

 

 

  

 


